Museum of the Cape Fear
presents

Cape o
i I.Pre chool PalsVvi rt ual

Preschool Pals is geared for ages 3 to 5. The virtual program is a kit that
includes the same kind of activities that children would do at the museum.
Each kit requires adult supervision and assistance.

(Adults, read the following to the children or if they can read, have them read it to you.)

The theme for this Preschool Pals
Virtual Program is steamboats.
Steamboats traveled up and down
the Cape Fear River for a long time.
This was before cars and trucks were
invented. If you wanted to go to
Wilmington from Fayetteville, you
could buy a ticket and ride on a
steamboat. Steamboats that went up and down on the river had names, such as

the Henrietta , the A. P. Hurt, and even, the Cape Fear.
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Included in this virtual kit:
1 A maze activity sheet you can print

1 A short story to read to the child(ren)
1 Instructions for a craft

1 A song for a sing -along

fBonus: a |link to a 1928 Mickey Mouse cartoon,

Supplies you need:
1 Cardboard

1 Colored duct tape
1 Scissors

1 Rubber bands
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Can you find the path to the steamboat for the captain.




Danny Rides on a Steamboat

An original story by Leisa Greathouse
Curator of Education at the Museum of the Cape Fear
Copyright June 2020

Seven year old Danny was excited that this day finally arrived. Danny lived in

Fayetteville, and this was the first time he would accompany his father, Captain Dan,

on a trip to Wi I mington by steamboat. Dan
called Cape Fear. Danny and his mother rode a horse and buggy to the river dock

where Captain Dan was waiting. Danny grabbed the bag his mother packed and

ran toward the boat.

0Sl ow down Danny, 6 said his father, who se¢
you might fall into the river. o
Danny made it to the boat without trippin

mother stood on the dock and waved good -bye to her husband and son.
0See you tomorrow, 0 she said as she bl ew
00Ok Danny. Letods take your bag to the cabi

Near by was one of the shipbds hands named

underway, 6 said Capt. Dan. o0We need to mak
have several stops to make along the rive
OAye, aye Capdn,o6 said John.

oDanny, 6 said his father, O0Othere are | ots
always watch your step. There is a lot of cargo on board and a few passengers in

the upper deck cabins. | need you to

be on your best Db
oWhat kind of <car

OYou see some bal

dondét you?o =
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oYes. But what s ! DEEEEM
? 06 ST

wooden boxes?6 SELCEET

oWe call those
crates, and they have all kinds
of things in them. There is food
I n some, and in others there are househol




n
oWhat are you going to do with it all,dé6 a

OWe are going to take it to Wi lIlmington. T
| arger ship and taken to a factory. 11tds
|l i ke to do that Danny?2o

OSure! Where is the whistle?6
oltdés up top, but the rope to nmnl| it is
go. o

Danny and his father made their way to the pilot house at the
top of the boat. Danny had never been that high. At first he
thought he might be afraid, but the stairs to reach the top
were easy to climb. In the pilot house, Danny saw a long rope

and he couldndot wait to pull !

OThere it is Danny. Now, when t°: gel
corner, pull the rope. 0

0Okay Dad. I 6m ready. o

Danny was so anxious to pull the rope that it seemed like forever before the boat

turned the corner.

oNow! , 6 said Dannyds father, and Danny t u
whistle blow. (Click Listen. A website will open and just click the play P> button to

hear a steamboat whistle.) o0Can | blow it

ONot now Danny. We only the blow whistl e
stop along the river. It | etds the peopl e
arrival.

Standing in the pilot house was
0George, this is my son Danny. |
the boat. | f you need anything,

OAye, aye Capdbn,0 said George.

Danny and his father strolled along the upper deck greeting
passengers who were standing outside their cabins enjoying

the river breeze. When they got to the lower deck, Captain Dan reminded Danny to

be careful and watch his step. 0There are
easy to stumble when you are not used to



https://retired.sounddogs.com/sound-effects/whistle-steam-steam-ship-323288

o0Okay Dad, 1ol I be careful .o

It was late in the afternoon and Danny and his Dad sat on a crate and watched the
river get wider the closer they got to Wilmington. Captain Dan was explaining the

parts of the boat to Danny. 0The front of
the back of the boat is called?56
ONo, whatodos it called?06

oltds call ed t he s twheehsteambbai becausetlzetpadiles a st
wheel is located at the stern of the boat. Some steamboats have the paddle wheel
on the side. Those are called side -wh e e | steamboats. o

oLook Dad! | see the docks in Wi I mington.
oltds time to get ready to dock the boat
oCan | hel p Dad?56

oThis is a |learning trip for you. Find a
and maybe next time you can help.o

Danny | eaned up against the wall of the C
at work unloading the boatds cargo. The p:
evening and getting dark. The crew took all cargo off the boat, and loaded new

cargo to take to Fayetteville.

After dinner, Dannyds father took him to
a steamboat was
everything he

hoped it would be
and he had the best
ni ght 6s sl
ever had.

The End



